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ABC of HIV and AIDS (6th edn)
Edited by Michael W Adler, Simon G 
Edwards, Robert F Miller, Gulshan Sethi, 
Ian Williams
BMJ Books 2012
Price £24.99. Pp 144
ISBN 978 1 4051 5700 1
This popular book written by leading 
experts in the field has, since its first edi-
tion, been considered as an essential guide 
for health-care workers involved in the 
testing and care of HIV (human immuno-
deficiency virus) infected patients. 

This excellent new edition has been 
updated to incorporate developments 
and current issues in the management of 
HIV. It includes new chapters on immu-
nology, strategies to prevent late diagno-

ion, rather than evidence from large scale 
randomized controlled trials, more often 
that not shape management strategy. The 
authors of this book are established and 
respected experts in the field, whose con-
tribution to transplantation is well docu-
mented. In this book, they provide a 
clear, concise and transparent overview of 
renal transplantation, suitable as a primer 
for most trainees in nephrology and 
transplantation. 

The chapters are well written, the right 
length and concentrate on key concepts in 
transplantation, including histocompati-
bility, donor and recipient work-up, 
immunotherapies and early and late allo-
graft dysfunction, with illustrations and 
tables used throughout to good effect. 

This book can be recommended to 
those in their first year of transplantation 

training and to allied 
health-care professionals 
with an interest in trans-
plantation. It is important 
to note, however, that 
protocols and recom-
mended regimens in this 
book are local to the prac-
tice of the authors, so 
should be referenced 
against existing protocols 
at regional transplantation 
centres in the UK.
Behdad Afzali, King’s 
College London, Guy’s 
Hospital Campus, London

sis and the routine follow up of infected 
patients. It also tackles topical themes 
including co-infection with tuberculosis 
and viral hepatides, as well as re-evaluat-
ing common medical conditions associ-
ated with HIV such as renal disease and 
emphasizes the importance of looking 
for and treating other sexually transmit-
ted infections. The clear and concise 
format of previous editions is maintained 
and the book includes a number of new 
illustrations. 

In spite of the additional information 
the authors have managed to keep the size 
of the book manageable and easy to read 
by removing chapters which are no longer 
relevant. This edition is highly recom-
mended as the best available overview on 
HIV and AIDS (acquired immunodefi-
ciency syndrome).
Elizabeth Foley, Royal 
South Hants Hospital, 
Southampton

Core Concepts 
in Renal 
Transplantation 
Edited by Anil Chandraker, 
Mohamed H Sayegh,  
Ajay K Singh
Springer 2012
Price £126.00. Pp 242
ISBN 978 1 4614 0007 3
Transplantation is a com-
plex field, in which experi-
ence and consensus opin-

Emergency Medicine (6th edn)
Anthony FT Brown,  
Michael D Cadogan
Hodder Arnold 2011
Price £21.99. Pp 532
ISBN 978 1 444 12013 4
The 6th edition of 
Emergency Medicine offers 
a comprehensive guide to 
the clinical practice of 
emergency medicine. The 
full breadth of specialties 
are covered, offering 
structured approaches to 
almost all presentations 
the emergency medic will 
encounter.

The text outlines thor-
ough management of 

emergency medical presentations and 
will support clinicians of all levels as an 

aide memoire. It can also 
be used as a revision 
guide for medical stu-
dents through to emer-
gency medicine trainees 
preparing for their 
Membership of the 
College of Emergency 
Medicine exam.

Tables with references 
to guidelines are shown 
throughout the text, from 
paracetamol poisoning, 
paediatric milestones, 
advanced life support 
guidelines to emergency 
drugs and doses. These 

help to break up the text which can at 
times be a little cluttered with several 
subjects covered on one page.

New to this edition are the practical 
procedures section and an overview of the 
management of critical care patients. The 
procedures section offers a concise step-
by-step guide to practical procedures such 
as chest drain insertion, rapid sequence 
induction and joint aspiration.

This book offers a genuine alternative 
to the Oxford Clinical Handbook. It ena-
bles the practitioner to find quick answers 
to clinical presentations and management 
of emergency department patients with 
understandable terminology and to-the-
point information.
Simon Laing, University Hospital 
Birmingham, Birmingham


