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Ten Capsula Systems for Hampshire
Fujifilm is pleased to announce that Hampshire Hospitals NHS Foundation 
Trust has purchased 10 of their state-of-the-art FCR Capsula systems.

The Fujifilm Capsula machines have been installed across five sites of the 
Trust, including four at the Royal Hampshire County 
Hospital in Winchester, three at the Basingstoke and 
North Hampshire Hospital, and one each at Andover 
War Memorial Hospital, Alton Community Hospital 
and Chase Hospital.

The FCR Capsula can process up to 72 images 
per hour and has a vertical cassette loading method, so 
workspace is reduced compared to horizontal insertion 
models, with no compromise in speed or image quality.

Tel: 01234 326780

Bard gets Bigger with Rochester

C. R. Bard, Inc has completed the acquisition of Rochester Medical Corporation, 
which has become part of Bard Medical. 

The combination of strong product development knowledge and manufac-
turing capabilities between Bard and Rochester Medical make this a natural fit 
with positive implications for all patients, health-care providers and employees. 

The businesses will be integrated with minimum disruption, ensuring busi-
ness as usual.

Tel: 01293 606800

Infusing Confidence With CADD-Solis
Smiths Medical continuously invests in the development of new technologies and 
incremental product safety features with the aim of reducing medication errors.  
The CADD-Solis Medication Safety Software, available with the CADD-Solis 
Ambulatory Infusion System, allows hospitals 
to input their own standardized pain man-
agement protocols for their patients, helping 
clinicians deliver the correct dosages of medi-
cation and promote patient safety.  

Clinicians may only select the standard 
protocol information that has been prede-
termined by the hospital pain management 
team, helping reduce the risk of pump pro-
gramming errors.

www.smithsmedical.com 

Combined Fluoroscopy Solution
Eastbourne District General Hospital, part of East Sussex Healthcare NHS Trust, 
is benefitting from high quality images for enhanced clinical diagnosis following 
the installation of an AXIOM Luminos dRF from Siemens Healthcare. The two-
in-one fully digital radiography and fluoroscopy system produces instant images 
via the fixed 43cm x 43cm detector in the table and the wireless detector.

The system’s flexibility allows it to be used for a wide variety of fluoro-
scopy imaging procedures as well as digital 
X-ray imaging. The Luminos dRF was pri-
marily chosen for its CARE (Combined 
Applications to Reduce Exposure) features 
which support excellent image quality at the 
lowest achievable X-ray dose. 

Tel: 01276 696374
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Ansell Healthcare Supports Surgeons 
Ansell Healthcare, global leader in health-care barrier protective solutions, has 
launched a 3-year educational funding programme with the Royal College of 
Surgeons of England. The educational grant 
is part of Ansell’s policy to support education 
initiatives and collaborating with the health-
care community to increase the health and 
safety of professionals and patients alike. 

By supporting the initiatives of the 
Department of Education of the Royal 
College of Surgeons of England, Ansell 
reaffirms its long-term commitment to the 
health-care community in general and the 
surgeons in particular.

info@ansell.eu
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Free InFectIon control SemInar

Oxoid has confirmed the agenda for the Oxoid Infection Control Seminar. 

Provided as a service to the infection control community, it w
ill take place on 

Tuesday 13 May 2008 at the Walton Hall & Hotel, Warwickshire, UK, so book 

a place at this free event now.

Dr Kevin Towner, of Nottingham’s Queen’s Medical Centre, begins the 

morning session with a presentation on ‘Acinetobacter – old friend or new foe’, 

followed by Dr Mike Cooper, of the Royal Wolverhampton Hospital NHS 

Trust, presenting on ‘Turning the tide on healthcare 

associated infection’. The morning ends with Dr 

Andrew Pearson, of the Health Protection Agency, 

talking about ‘Outbreaks and the role of the laboratory 

in controlling incidence of Clostridium difficile’.

www.oxoid.com

multI-medIa WorkFloW From agFa

Agfa HealthCare has been selected by Royal Brompton & Harefield Trust to pro-

vide PACS, RIS and cardiology solutions to its entire Trust. Agfa HealthCare’s 

totally integrated IT solutions will transform the Trust’s information workflow 

by enabling a completely free flow of data between the hospitals, even though 

the systems will work entirely independently of each other.

Royal Brompton & Harefield NHS Trust was one of the first Trusts in the 

UK to implement PACS, installing the current 

system in 1998. Over the next 6–8 months, 

Agfa HealthCare will install IMPAX PACS, 

IMPAX RIS and IMPAX Cardiovascular 

Suite, a suite of cardiovascular image and 

information management solutions, in both 

Royal Brompton and Harefield hospitals.

Tel: 020 8231 5872

InHealtH ServIceS In leIceSterSHIre

Following close collaboration with PCTs in Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland, 

InHealth Diagnostics and Imaging has been awarded a contract to provide point-

of-care brain natriuretic peptide (BNP) testing and echocardiography services.

Patients in Leicester, L
eicestershire and Rutland will benefit from these diagnostic 

services on at least a weekly basis. The new BNP and echocardiography service 

ensures patients will be seen within just 10 

working days of the referra
l. This will be fol-

lowed up by an electronic diagnostic report 

within 2 days, although GPs will be con-

tacted immediately if significant results are 

found. InHealth Group currently delivers 

diagnostic and imaging services at all levels 

in the health sector.

Contact: nick.mayhew@inhealthgroup.com automated cell culture lIquId HandlIng

Designed to fit inside a laminar flow hood, the epMotion 5070 CB automated 

liquid handling system from Eppendorf AG offers important advantages for cell 

biologists. Enhanced safety and fewer pipetting errors are added to the ability to 

increase the statistical significance of cell culture experiments through the use of 

higher density formats.

Cell culture liquid handling is usually tedious and 

time consuming, typically limiting the sample num-

bers. However, the epMotion 5070 CB offers hands-

free automated pipetting for procedures such as media 

change, cell seed out and cytotox assays. The system 

fits into laminar flow hoods from major vendors and 

only operates once the hood’s front door is closed.

Tel: 01223 200440

ecolab teamS JoIn ForceS

The hospital teams of Ecolab’s Healthcare and Institutional divisions have joined 

forces to create a single hospital team, providing unrivalled expertise and the most 

comprehensive infection prevention and control product range in the UK.

Before the restructuring, the Ecolab insti-

tutional team specialized in hospital cleaning 

and the healthcare team focused on infection 

prevention and control. Recognising the need 

for a ‘joined up’ approach, Ecolab Healthcare 

have created a single hospital focussed team 

which can meet infection control and preven-

tion needs in every area of the hospital. 

www.ecolab.com 

ImmedIate dIagnoSeS WItH mIcromaxx 

Emergency medicine consultants at the Bradford Royal Infirmary have intro-

duced resuscitative ultrasound techniques to the department using a SonoSite 

MicroMaxx point-of-care ultrasound tool. 

Ultrasound imaging is an essential tool for emer-

gency medicine. Doctors in Bradford currently use 

the MicroMaxx for procedures such as FAST (focused 

assessment with sonography in trauma) scanning, to 

check instantly for abdominal aortic aneurysms and 

to guide central line insertions. The MicroMaxx is 

also used to investigate and measure foreign bodies 

and to examine injuries, such as in the shoulder, to 

view the damage properly before treatment.

Tel: 01462 444 800

SearcH For gold WItH eppendorF 

From 1 April 2008, Eppendorf customers can search for gold throughout the 

world in 63 countries with their popular ep-points reward scheme.

Log on to www.ep-points.com and enter the ep-points code (see prod-

uct packaging). ep-points codes will be turned into gold three times a day. 

Exchanging your points for attractive rewards online is quick and easy.

ep-points can be collected with the purchase of many Eppendorf products. 

Register as an ep-points customer under www.ep-

points.com and enter the ep-points code from the 

packaging of your products. Collecting ep-points 

is always worthwhile. It goes without saying that 

you will still continue to receive your normal 

points for all ep-point codes registered.

Tel: 01223 200440
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EffE
ctiv

E control of P
hosPhatE

lEvEls

Shire has lau
nched Fosrenol (lan

thanum carb
onate) i

n the UK following the 

product’s su
ccessf

ul approval fo
r the control of hyperphosphataem

ia in patients 

with chronic kidney disease
 (CKD) on haemodialysi

s or continuous ambulatory 

peritoneal dialysi
s. 

Fosrenol provides a new simplified
 treatm

ent option to the estim
ated 

1.4 million people on dialysi
s worldwide who are a

t risk
 from the seri

ous conse-

quences of hyperphosphataem
ia.

Fosrenol is a
n effec

tive t
reatm

ent for the control of hyperphosphataem
ia in 

patients with CKD on dialysi
s. Fosrenol has a h

igh affin
ity fo

r phosphate (in
 vitro

 

data), 
and therefore in the patients with CKD Fosrenol binds to dietary

 phos-

phate to
 effec

tively
 reduce ser

um phosphorus leve
ls. Fosrenol is w

ell to
lerate

d and 

the majority o
f patients req

uire ju
st one chewable tab

let ta
ken during each

 meal.

Tel: 01256 894 000 www.shire.com

suPPort P
rogrammE for E

fExor

Wyeth has launched the ‘Positive
 Steps’ patient support programme to help 

patients better 
understan

d their condition and their treatm
ent with Efexor/ 

Efexor XL – a ser
otonin and noradrenaline reu

ptake inhibitor (SNRI) an
tide-

pressan
t. 

The program
me, based on resea

rch with patients diagnosed with depressio
n 

and treat
ed with Efexor/Efexor XL, comprises a

 6-month proactive
 telep

hone sup-

port ser
vice f

rom train
ed nurses, 

complemented by information booklets se
nt to 

the patient at k
ey tim

es during their tre
atment. The 

program
me is d

esign
ed to help patients tak

e their 

medicatio
n as directe

d by their physicia
n to maxi-

mize tre
atment success 

and minimize an
y concerns 

of both patients and health-care 
professio

nals.

Tel: 0800 345 7993

mastE
r P

atiEn
t indEx

for vast
databasEs

100 million patient data se
ts in one database, c

ombined with queries 
made by up 

to 1000 concurrent users r
esult in resp

onse tim
es of less

 than a sec
ond. This is 

the resu
lt of a w

eeklong test 
of the ICW Master 

Patient Index (IC
W MPI) at 

the 

Hewlett-P
ackard European Performance and Benchmark Center in Böblingen, 

Germany.

This load test 
proves th

at the ICW MPI is su
itable for larg

e hospital g
roups as 

well as 
for regi

onal or national networks. The ICW MPI is a 
component of the ICW 

hospital n
etworking solution, which links exis

ting but previously iso
lated hospital 

information syste
ms without the need to replace t

he current software. I
t enables 

hospital doctors to acces
s all m

edical in
formation 

on their patients that is 
availa

ble to the whole 

hospital gr
oup at an

y tim
e. 

Tel: +49 6227 385 133

www.icw-global.com

bosto
n offE

rs two drug-Elu
tin

g stEn
ts

Boston Scientific 
Corporation welcomed the resu

lts of the SPIRIT III c
linical 

trial, 
which reaff

irmed prior safe
ty an

d effic
acy d

ata fo
r the market-lea

ding Taxus 

Express2  paclita
xel-el

uting coronary st
ent syst

em and provided positive
 data fo

r the 

XIENCE V (Promus) eve
rolimus-eluting coronary st

ent syst
em. The XIENCE V 

evero
limus-eluting coronary st

ent syst
em is m

anufactu
red by Abbott and distrib

-

uted on a private
 label basis b

y Boston Scientific a
s the Promus ever

olimus-eluting 

coronary st
ent syst

em. 

Boston Scientific i
s the firs

t company to offer t
wo distinct drug-eluting sten

t 

platforms. The Promus sten
t is C

E marked and is distrib
uted in most European 

countries 
and other international markets. T

he Promus sten
t is an

 investig
ational 

device 
in the US. It is

 currently under FDA revie
w with an anticipated US launch 

in 2008.

www.bostonscientific.
com

automatEd drugs of abusE analysEr

An integral process 
in today’s drug rehabilitati

on programmes, whether run 

through speciali
st cen

tres o
r local hospitals, 

is the monitoring of patients’ drug sta-

tus. This is u
sually d

one through urine or blood sample analysis
, ever

y few
 weeks, 

to confirm patients are
 only tak

ing their prescri
bed methadone. Many cen

tres u
se 

Solid Phase E
xtract

ion to remove in
terfer

ing substances, g
eneratin

g clean
 extra

cts 

to improve detecti
on limits an

d sensitivit
y in subsequent chromatographic analy-

sis. A
utomating this process m

akes it f
ast, e

fficien
t and increasi

ng throughput.

The new Gilson GX ASPEC Instrument ran
ge, fro

m 

Anachem, is p
erfect

 for this applicatio
n. It p

rovides total 

handling for patient sam
ple an

alysis
. Sample dry down 

and injectio
n onto the GC can also be automated with 

the help of ASPEC. 

Tel: 01582 747501
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PortablE
vidEo laryngoscoPE

Aircraf
t Medical, t

he UK medical d
evices

 company, which speciali
zes in

 airw
ay an

d 

diagnostic h
and-held medical d

evices
,  has rea

ched an agreem
ent with Canadian-

based Vitaid Ltd for excl
usive d

istrib
ution rights in Canada for the McGrath Series 

5 Laryngoscope, the world’s firs
t self-

contained fully portable vid
eo laryn

goscope.  

The McGrath video laryn
goscope is a hand-held medical device 

which is 

used for trac
heal in

tubation. This allo
ws medics to

 artif
icially

 take control of a 

patient’s breath
ing during general a

naesth
etic. T

he 

McGrath’s portability d
iffere

ntiates
 it fr

om exist
-

ing video laryn
goscopes, which rely on extern

al 

cables fo
r power an

d remote monitors. A further 

key ad
vancement of the McGrath is th

at it 
pro-

vides unrivall
ed visio

n of the lary
nx.

Tel: 0131 718 6042

nEw transPort monitor from PhiliP
s

Philips new transport monitor is in
tended to be used for monitoring and record-

ing of, and to generate 
alarm

s for, multiple physiological p
aram

eters 
in adults, 

paediatric
s and neonates i

n a hospital en
vironment and during patient tran

sport 

both inside and outside of hospitals. 
The monitor is in

tended for use by health-

care p
rofessio

nals.  

The MP5 provides the functionality 
critic

al care 
clinicians know from 

higher-acu
ity In

telliV
ue monitors in a compact, li

ghtweight, affo
rdable unit, deal 

for tran
sport and flexi

ble car
e. It f

eatures to
uch-

screen
 operatio

n and an 8.4 inch scree
n display-

ing up to four wavefo
rms. Its 

wired and wireles
s 

networking capability, 
study housing and varie

d 

mounting options suit it t
o mobility. 

Tel: 01954 200018

imProving hEart failu
rE symPtoms

The landmark EVEREST (Efficac
y of Vasopressin

 antagonism in Heart F
ailure 

Outcome Study with Tolvaptan) clin
ical d

evelo
pment programme, co

nsistin
g 

of two short-ter
m pivotal tr

ials a
nd a long-term

 outcomes stu
dy, had its re

sults 

published in JAMA.  

Once-daily o
ral to

lvaptan (the firs
t oral va

sopressin
 antagonist) im

proved 

the signs and symptoms of acu
tely d

ecompensated
 heart f

ailure in hospitalize
d 

patients, with a fav
ourable short- an

d long-term
 safet

y/tolerability p
rofile. 

In short-ter
m studies, to

lvaptan resulted in a sta
tistica

lly sig
nifican

t improve-

ment rela
tive t

o placeb
o on the primary e

ndpoint, the composite o
f patient 

assess
ed global clin

ical s
tatus and body weight change at d

ay 7 or discharge. In 

the long-term
 study, tolvaptan use was not differe

nt from placeb
o on either of 

the two primary en
dpoints.

Tel: 01895 207 100
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New Stuart Catalogue lauNChed 

The latest edition of the Stuart catalogue has over 120 full colour pages of bench-

top science equipment and complements the new 

Stuart website. Product highlights include Stuart’s 

first-ever homogenisers for life science applications, 

innovative new manual and automatic melting point 

apparatus, and the SI500 shaking incubator.

Important additions to the Stuart catalogue are 

the SMP30 melting point apparatus with patented 

‘head-up display’, and the automatic SMP40 which 

uses digital video imaging technology to detect and 

capture the melting point of up to three samples 

simultaneously. www.bibby-scientific.com

SyNtax SubStudy haS PoSitive outComeS

Positive outcomes from a substudy of patients with left main coronary disease 

who were treated with the Taxus Express2 paclitaxel-eluting coronary stent sys-

tem were presented by Dr A Pieter Kappetein at the annual EuroPCR Scientific 

Programme in Barcelona.  
SYNTAX-LE MANS is a substudy 

of the landmark SYNTAX trial, the first 

randomized, controlled clinical trial to 

compare percutaneous coronary inter-

vention using the Taxus stent to coronary 

artery bypass graft surgery in patients 

with left main disease and/or significant 

narrowing of all three coronary arteries 

(three-vessel disease).  www.bostonscientific.com

dvd ShowS SimPliCity of deCaPePtyl

A new, short training DVD is now available which shows Angus MacCormick, 

Urology Nurse Specialist at the Taunton and Somerset Hospital, administering 

Decapeptyl SR (triptorelin), a luteinizing hormone-releasing hormone analogue 

to a patient with locally advanced prostate cancer. The DVD clearly demonstrates 

the simplicity of the product’s preparation and administration. 

Decapeptyl SR 3 mg and 11.25 mg are indicated for the treatment of patients 

with locally advanced, non-metastatic prostate cancer, as an alternative to 

surgical castration and for the 

treatment of metastatic pros-

tate cancer. The product acts 

on the hypothalamic–pituitary 

axis to suppress testosterone 

production. 
Tel: 01753 627777 

Pha-uK emPhaSizeS New radio Show

The Pulmonary Hypertension Association (PHA-UK) has launched a new radio 

show specifically for patients with the rare lung condition. EmPHAsis ‘On Air’ 

is an hour-long, speech-based magazine programme co-hosted by seasoned radio 

presenter, Paul Pennington (below) and former BBC Radio 4 and Key 103 radio 

journalist Bernadette Moore. The show will appear monthly on the PHA (UK) 

website (www.phassociation.uk.com).

The show was the idea of pulmonary hypertension Specialist Nurse Consultant 

and PHA-UK Chairman, Iain Armstrong. 

There are specialized sections dealing 

with topics ranging from involvement in 

clinical trials to the impact of the condi-

tion on sex and intimacy.  Tel: 0800 3898 156

SyNtax SCore webSite lauNChed

A new website www.syntaxscore.com has been launched to help the understanding 

and use of the Syntax Score, a novel angiographic tool used to measure the com-

plexity of coronary artery disease. The Syntax Score was used in the Syntax trial to 

characterize coronary anatomy based on nine anatomical criteria, including lesion 

frequency, complexity and location; it assigned a score to each patient. Higher 

Syntax Scores indicate patients with more complex disease. 

The new website allows cardiologists and 

cardiac surgeons to calculate a patient’s 

Syntax Score and describe the anatomical 

complexity of the coronary vasculature that 

can be used with clinical judgment to help 

determine the best revascularization option.

www.syntaxscore.com

Cool New ProduCtS from teChNe

Techne has launched two innovative sample-cooling products: the Nº ICE is an 

electronic ice bucket containing ceramic-coated beads and the BLºCKICE cools 

tubes held in two Dri-Block inserts. Both the Nº ICE and BLºCKICE are ideal 

for incubating samples at temperatures down to 0°C – no more tubes floating in 

boxes of melting wet ice!
Innovative bead technology enables the Nº 

ICE to maintain any set temperature in the range 

0–40°C, for example to keep reagents at 4°C 

throughout the working day. The small autoclav-

able and chemically resistant beads give the Nº 

ICE the versatility to support sample or reagent 

vessels of any shape. www.bibby-scientific.com

homogeNiSerS Powerful aNd verSatile

Stuart’s new homogenisers offer fast sample processing for life science applica-

tions. A choice of specially designed stainless steel and disposable polycarbonate 

probes provide the versatility to handle volumes from 0.03 ml up to 2 litres. 

The Stuart SHM1 is a lightweight, variable speed 

homogeniser ideal for handheld use. Its high-speed, 

high-torque 125 watt motor spins the rotor shaft at up 

to 35 000 rpm, enabling most samples to be processed 

within 30 seconds. However, for applications requiring 

longer processing the SHM1 can also be stand-mounted. 

The 700 watt SHM2 handles virtually any homogenising 

task, including cell disruption, emulsions, suspensions 

and protein extraction.www.bibby-scientific.com

New third-geNeratioN Chromium SteNt

The newly-released Taxus Element stent features a new platinum chromium alloy 

engineered specifically for coronary stent applications and is Boston Scientific’s 

third-generation drug-eluting stent technology.   

The Element stent series consists of three distinct versions: the paclitaxel-elut-

ing Taxus Element stent, the everolimus-eluting Promus Element stent and the 

bare-metal Element stent. The platinum chromium alloy 

used in the Element stent system was engineered specifi-

cally for coronary stenting, delivering both strength and 

flexibility. The Element stent system also has new stent 

architecture with thinner struts, increased flexibility and 

a lower profile, designed to improve radial strength, 

recoil and angiographic visibility.
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