
Correspondence

British Journal of Hospital Medicine, September 2013, Vol 74, No 9� 535

©
 2

01
3 

M
A 

H
ea

lth
ca

re
 L

td

and Bachelor of Surgery (BS), we believe 
this should be reflected in the availabil-
ity and distribution of MB/PhD research 
opportunities. Investment and support for 
MB/PhD opportunities in surgical science 
could act to close the gap between medical 
and surgical research; inaction could let it 
widen further.
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ing bodies and other donors to support 
MB/PhD student projects and career devel-
opment could boost the volume of basic 
science, translational and clinical surgical 
research being undertaken. Such a strategy 
could enable well-trained academic gradu-
ates to enter the integrated postgraduate 
surgical training pathway, building on this 
sound academic base.

However, student ambition to under-
take an MB/PhD is influenced by under-
graduate educational content and expo-
sure to research, particularly during an 
intercalated year. Greater medical student 
exposure to surgical research and par-
ticipation in projects is therefore needed. 
Initiatives to encourage this, like the inter-
calated research awards hosted by the 
Royal College of Surgeons of England 
(2013), are welcomed. Student concerns 
over ‘committing’ to a particular field 
early, financing and interrupting their 
undergraduate medical education may be 
additional perceived barriers which require 
attention.

Despite these challenges, with interest in 
UK MB/PhD programmes growing and 
demand for surgical careers high, expand-
ing surgical research opportunities for MB/
PhD students (both formal and self-organ-
ized) could harness this potential to fur-
ther advance surgical science and improve 
patient care. As medical students in the 
UK study for a Bachelor of Medicine (MB) 

MB/PhD: don’t forget 
the ‘BS’
Sir,
In the UK there remains unmet demand 
for translational research in surgical sci-
ence. Worryingly, since the turn of the 
millennia the number of clinical academ-
ics in surgery has fallen by 17%, with the 
proportion of lecturers falling by almost 
a third (Medical Schools Council, 2013). 
Initiatives to boost academic surgery must 
also contend with shortcomings in fund-
ing, which in 2009 stood at less than 
2% of overall health research budgets 
(Royal College of Surgeons of England. 
2011). The MD/PhD training model is 
well established in the United States, 
supporting sustained progress in clinical 
science. Through immersion in doctoral 
research, MB/PhD programmes at the 
University of Cambridge and University 
College London have enabled graduates 
to participate in translational advances 
in both medicine and surgery (Cox et al, 
2012; Stewart, 2012).

However, expansion of the UK MB/
PhD network remains limited with less 
than a quarter of these graduates entering 
surgical specialties. Expanding MB/PhD 
opportunities in surgical disciplines could 
serve as the foundation for a revitalized 
academic surgical community. Investment 
by surgical organizations, academic fund-
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found. However, currently this remains an 

extremely rare occurrence, and at this time 

we do not think the diagnostic criteria, 

including reversibility, sh
ould be amended. 

This question also underlines the need for 

complete national and international regis-

tries of takotsubo cardiomyopathy that will 

help to provide more information to help 

answer these exact questions.
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Hiralal R, Lonn E (2006) Apical ballooning 

syndrome or takotsubo cardiomyopathy: a 

systematic review. Eur Heart J 27(13): 1523–9

Miyata M, Nakazato K, Sakamoto N et al (2013) 

Left ventricular plasty improved cardiac function 

in a case of takotsubo cardiomyopathy with 

persistent aneurysm. J Cardiol Cases 7(5): e133–6

cardiomyopathy with persistent apical dys-

function. We agree that there is increasing 

recognition of atypical forms of takotsubo 

cardiomyopathy, and cases where the ven-

tricle fails to recover would fall into this 

category. 

Published data suggests that clinical 

recurrence occurs in 3–5% of cases (e.g. 

Gianni et al, 2006). In our experience this 

manifests as recurrent admissions related to 

emotional or physical stress, with systolic 

function returning to normal after each 

episode, although the repetitive nature of 

the insult can lead to some patients dis-

playing evidence of permanent injury (e.g. 

apical late gadolinium enhancement on 

cardiac magnetic resonance imaging).

The two cases referenced concern a phe-

nomenon distinct from clinical recurrence, 

namely cases where a larger injury occurs 

resulting in failure of ventricular function 

to recover. At one level this makes the diag-

nosis more challenging, given that recovery 

at follow up is the hallmark of typical tako-

tsubo cardiomyopathy (>99% cases report-

ed). But permanent dysfunction may 

occur, and it is im
portant to acknowledge 

this rare and atypical form. We would rec-

ommend a careful review of the index 

presentation, to ensure it fulfilled the ini-

tial criteria for a case of takotsubo cardio-

myopathy (as these two cases indeed do). 

Otherwise differential diagnoses must be 

considered, especially in the first case where 

the histology appears more consistent with 

an infarct than catecholamine cardiotoxic-

ity (Miyata et al, 2013).

Understanding of the patterns, aetiology 

and variants of takotsubo cardiomyopathy 

continues to expand, and with time we 

may indeed define a larger cohort of 

patients in whom persistent dysfunction is 

Irreversible apical 

ballooning may  

also occur

Sir,
Contrary to the assertion that ‘the central 

tenet of takotsubo cardiomyopathy is that 

ultimately the myocardial function will 

return to normal’ (vol. 74(2), 2013, p. 

96), a 72-year-old woman has been report-

ed in whom takotsubo cardiomyopathy 

was characterized by chest pain and dysp-

noea, and complicated, on 3-month fol-

low up, by persistent left ventricular apical 

akinesis, the latter in the absence of sig-

nificant stenosis on coronary angiography 

(Miyata et al, 2013). Owing to persisting 

heart failure, aneurysm resection and left 

ventricular volume reduction was under-

taken. Histological examination of excised 

myocardial tissue revealed damaged cardi-

omyocytes replaced by interstitial fibrosis 

and adipose tissue. Subsequently, both her 

symptoms and left ventricular systolic 

function improved (Miyata et al, 2013). 

Persistent apical ballooning consistent 

with left ventricular aneurysm was also a 

feature in a 62-year-old woman in whom 

takotsubo cardiomyopathy was associated 

with angiographically normal coronary 

arteries (Lee et al, 2011). On 5-week fol-

low up, a newly developed left ventricular 

apical thrombus was noted, necessitating 

oral anticoagulation. Repeat echocardiog-

raphy 3 months thereafter showed com-

plete resolution of the apical thrombus, 

but there was persistent akinesia of the left 

ventricular apex. Irreversible myocardial 

damage may, therefore, occasionally occur 

in takotsubo cardiomyopathy.

Oscar Jolobe

Retired Geriatrician

c/o John Rylands University L
ibrary
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13 9PP

Lee PH, Song J-K, Park IK et al (2011) Takotsubo 
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Miyata M, Nakazato K, Sakamoto N et al (2013) 

Left ventricular plasty improved cardiac function 

in a case of takotsubo cardiomyopathy with 
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Sir,
We are grateful to Dr Jolobe for highlight-

ing these interesting patients whose prob-

lems have been attributed to takotsubo 
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preserved rather than normal ejection frac-
tion. The 2012 European Society of 
Cardiology guidelines acknowledge that 
patients with left ventricular ejection frac-
tion 40–50% are in the grey area.

With regards to Dr Jolobe’s point on 
the cut-off limit for natriuretic peptide, it 
is well recognized that we are dealing 
with a continuum and the cut-off point is 
designed to maximize the diagnostic yield 
of the test. Patients with proven heart 
failure on treatment will have symptoms 
and signs of heart failure (clinical and 
laboratory), and yet will have lower natri-
uretic peptide levels than the cut-off 
point. The cut-off points have sensitivi-
ties and specificities less than 100% 
(Paulus et al, 2007; Mant et al, 2009). 
These cut-off points are for new cases of 
heart failure which are not being treated 
and should be taken together with the 
history, the clinical examination and the 
results of the other investigations to reach 
the final diagnosis.
A Al-Mohammad, on behalf of the 
authors
Consultant Cardiologist
Department of Cardiology
Northern General Hospital
Sheffield S5 7AU
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Sir, 
We thank Dr Jolobe for his interest and for 
his response to our article. Dr Jolobe is cor-
rect that the cut-off level for left ventricular 
ejection fraction between those labelled as 
having heart failure with preserved ejection 
fraction and those with left ventricular 
systolic dysfunction remains controversial. 

We would like to draw attention to a 
more up-to-date European Society of 
Cardiology document than the 2007 state-
ment, announced in May 2012 (Paulus et 
al, 2007; McMurray et al, 2012). In these 
guidelines, the authors recognized that the 
main terminology used to describe heart 
failure is historical and is based on meas-
urement of left ventricular ejection frac-
tion. The major trials in patients with 
heart failure and reduced left ventricular 
ejection fraction mainly enrolled patients 
with a left ventricular ejection fraction 
<35%. It is only in these latter patients 
that effective therapies have been demon-
strated to date.

The European Society of Cardiology 
guidelines go further to accept that while 
the normal left ventricular ejection fraction 
is widely considered to be >50%, many of 
the recent trials of patients with heart fail-
ure with preserved ejection fraction 
enrolled patients with a left ventricular 
ejection fraction >40–45% with no other 
abnormalities on echocardiography and 
they certainly did not have impaired con-
traction. This is why the term used was 

Anomalies in criteria for 
heart failure with 
preserved ejection 
fraction
Sir,
The diagnostic algorithm for heart failure 
with preserved ejection fraction (vol 
74(2), 2013, p. C26) appears to relate to 
left ventricular ejection fraction >45–
50%, as opposed to patients with left 
ventricular ejection fraction >50% men-
tioned in the European Society of 
Cardiology Consensus Statement (Paulus 
et al, 2007). 

Symptomatic heart failure, character-
ized by pulmonary capillary wedge pres-
sure >15 mmHg (averaging 33 mmHg in 
one study)(Anjan et al, 2012), can also 
occur in subjects with left ventricular ejec-
tion fraction >50% despite brain natriu-
retic peptide levels <100 pg/ml (Anjan et 
al, 2012). Among 46 subjects character-
ized by left ventricular ejection fraction 
>50%, and brain natriuretic peptide levels 
equal to, or less than 100 pg/ml, jugular 
venous pressure averaged 9 cm water, 
orthopnoea was a feature in 48%, and 
paroxysmal nocturnal dyspnoea occurred 
in 28%. Forty three per cent were in New 
York Heart Association functional class 
III. Accordingly, the currently accepted 
brain natriuretic peptide cut-off level of 
<100 pg/ml may not suffice to rule out 
heart failure.
Oscar Jolobe
Retired Geriatrician
c/o John Rylands University Library
Manchester M13 9PP
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