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Conclusions
This report the

importance of using ultrasound before

case emphasizes
starting anticoagulation therapy in
patients suspected of having deep vein
thrombosis. The use of point-of-care
ultrasound can avoid the consequences of
both unnecessary treatment and missed
diagnosis of the venous thromboembolic
disease process. BJHM

Nagaraj G, Chu M, Dinh M. Emergency clinician
performed ultrasound: Availability, uses
and credentialing in Australian emergency
departments. Emerg Med Australas. 2010

Aug;22(4):296-300. hteps://doi.org/10.1111/
j.1742-6723.2010.01306.x

National Institute for Health and Care Excellence.
2012. Venous thromboembolic diseases: the
management of venous thromboembolic diseases
and the role of thrombophilia testing. Clinical
guideline 144. London: National Institute for
Health and Clinical Excellence.

Pomero F, Dentali E, Borretta V, Bonzini M,
Melchio R, Douketis JD, Fenoglio LM.
Accuracy of emergency physician—performed
ultrasonography in the diagnosis of deep-vein
thrombosis. Thromb Haemost. 2012 Nov
08;109(1):137-145. https://doi.org/10.1160/
TH12-07-0473

Wells PS, Owen C, Doucette S, Fergusson D, Tran
H. Does this patient have deep vein thrombosis?
JAMA. 2006 Jan 11;295(2):199-207. https://doi.
org/10.1001/jama.295.2.199

Case Report I

LEARNING POINTS

W This case illustrates the importance of
imaging a spontaneous tender unilateral
calf swelling in the emergency department
before empirical management.

B Misdiagnosis of calf haematomas
as deep venous thrombosis and the
consequences of anticoagulation require
immediate treatment to avoid serious
consequences to the patient.

W Point-of-care-ultrasound performed by
emergency physicians provides better and
safer care in the emergency department.

Images in Medicine N

An unusual cause of chronic back pain:
retroperitoneal ganglioneuroma

37-year-old woman was referred
with back pain of 6months’
duration. Diagnostic imaging
demonstrated a mass of
approximately 30 mm diameter.

Given these inconclusive results, endoscopic
ultrasonography, guided-fine needle aspiration
and exploratory laparotomy were undertaken.
A tumour 30x30 mm was found in the angle
between the left gastric and splenic artery
(Figures 1a and b) and was completely resected
(Figure 1c). Histopathological evaluation
reported a ganglioneuroma (Figure 1d), and
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the patient was released from the hospital on
day 5, in good condition. Nine months after
surgery, the patient was asymptomatic and
there were no signs of recurrence.

This case represents a seldom published
example of a symptomatic retroperitoneal

ganglioneuroma, a particular type of
peripheral nerve sheath tumour. This patient
had a significantly smaller tumour than
average, and the symptomatic presentation
occurred at an older age than usually
seen. BJHM

Figure 1. a. Computed tomography of the abdomen: located between the coeliac trunk and superior
mesenteric artery, is a round, irregular, hypodense area 27 mm in long-axis diameter (arrow).

bh. Endoscopic ultrasound: oval hyperechoic tumour (arrow). ¢. Macroscopic picture: well-defined,
retroperitoneal mass, 30x30 mm, grayish colour on the cross-section. d. Clearly seen ganglion cells
(arrow), there is no sign of atypia, mitosis or a blastemic component (haematoxylin and eosin x 200).
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