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A 9-year-old girl with prolonged cough had a chest X-ray that showed a wedge-shaped 
opacity at the left fourth anterior rib (Figure 1). This finding persisted on repeat chest X-ray 
after resolution of the child’s cough. Computed tomography revealed a bifid left fourth rib, 
with the upper anterior aspect of the bifid rib deviated posterior-medially, bringing with it 
and distorting the adjacent intercostal muscles. The three-dimensional computed tomography 
image shows the bifid rib (Figure 2), accounting for the opacity seen on chest X-ray.
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Figure 1. Chest X-ray showing wedge-shaped opacity (arrow) in the left mid zone over the 
fourth anterior rib.

Figure 2. a. Computed tomography of the thorax showing bifid left fourth rib bringing with it 
and distorting the adjacent intercostal muscles. b. A three-dimensional computed tomography 
image of the bifid rib.
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Kaneko et al (2012) detected bifid rib incidentally in asymptomatic children. Bifid 
rib is associated with Gorlin–Goltz syndrome, a rare multisystem disorder with osseous, 
cutaneous, dental, ophthalmic, neurological and sexual anomalies, described by Jawa et al 
(2009). When the bifid rib presents as an isolated finding, Aignătoaei et al (2018) stated 
that this requires no further intervention. This patient was reassured that her isolated bifid 
rib was a benign variation of bony anatomy.
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