BRITISH JOURNAL OF

HOSPITAL
MEDICINE

IMAGES IN MEDICINE

Use of double-balloon enteroscopy to extract a
partial denture embedded in the ileum for 5weeks
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A 50-year-old woman accidentally swallowed her partial denture. Five weeks later abdominal
radiography confirmed the position of the swallowed denture (Figure 1). Per oral and per
rectal double-balloon enteroscopy was carried out. The denture was found in the ileum
approximately 60 cm from the ileocaecal valve. The clasps on the denture were gripped
with forceps and pulled out from the intestine wall under direct endoscopic visualisation
(Figure 2). The small bowel was kept inflated while the denture was pulled out to prevent
re-impaction or scratching by the sharp clasps. The patient was discharged 3 days after the
procedure and no complications were seen after a 3-month follow up.
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Figure 2. The denture (measuring 4.6x2.3cm) which was extracted using a double-
balloon endoscope.
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In the rare cases when dentures have impacted in the small bowel, laparotomy used to
be the only option for removal (Gachabayov et al, 2015; Nicolodi et al, 2016), unless the
denture was close to the ileocaecal valve and could be reached by colonoscopy (Abe et al,
2014). This case offers a new solution for similar cases.
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