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A 77-year-old man was admitted to the authors’ hospital with left posterior jaw pain. He had
no history of maxillofacial trauma. He said that he used aspirin when his pain increased and
this reduced the pain. Computed tomography demonstrated a lesion with focal hypodense
nidus and sclerotic reactive bone structure on the lateral part of the left condyle of the
mandible (Figure 1a and b). The clinical findings and computed tomography images led
to a diagnosis of osteoid osteoma, and the patient was referred for surgery.

Figure 1. a. Axial and (b) coronal computed tomography scans show the nidus (arrows) of the
osteoid osteoma.

Osteoid osteoma is rarely seen in the jaw bones (<1% of cases) (Karandikar et al, 2011),
with 23% occuring in the angle and condyle of the mandible (An et al, 2013). Diagnosis
may be delayed because of its atypical localisation. Computed tomography is important
for early diagnosis.
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