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ABSTRACT: This paper examines the current state of authority control development in Spanish uni-
versity repositories. As a decade has now gone by since the initiation of the first projects for institu-
tional repositories in Spain, it would seem a suitable time to draw attention to authority control, an 
element of the first rank in evaluating the consistency and integrity of systems for recovering biblio-
graphic information. The work is focused on examining the implementation of authorities in twenty-six Spanish university re-
positories, taking into account the information provided by the standardization experts working in them. The study considers 
the responses of the coordinators for these digital collections using a set of analytic criteria set out in the study. The handling 
of authorities in the group of university repositories studied may be described as uneven. Greater interest may be observed in 
controlling author entries, with laxer solutions for authority control of subjects. It suggests the need to establish effective poli-


